Decrease of antigastric autoantibodies in Helicobacter pylori gastritis after cure of infection.
H. pylori infection leads to the formation of autoantibodies against canalicular structures with human parietal cells in about 30% of all patients. This type of autoreactivity is associated with gastric mucosa atrophy. This study aimed to analyse the effect of cure of infection on anticanalicular autoantibodies. H. pylori infection was cured in 34 patients. Sera of these patients were screened for anticanalicular autoantibodies using an immunohistochemical method before, 10 weeks after and one year after cure of infection. Prevalence of anticanalicular autoantibodies significantly decreased from 26% before treatment to 9% after one year. The data presented in this study add new information to the possible reversibility of gastric mucosa atrophy.